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​
U.S. OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL


1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 218
Washington, DC 20036-4505


(202) 804-7000


January 24, 2020
​


 
Re:  Freedom of Information Act Referral (Ref. #s FO-18-0071 and FO-18-0084)


 
Dear FOIA Officer:


The U.S. Office of Special Counsel (OSC) has processed two similar FOIA requests in which it identified
potentially responsive records that originated with the Environmental Protection Agency.
​
Attached to this letter you will find the original FOIA requests from the requesters and responsive records
(15 pages), which I am referring to your FOIA office for determination and direct response to the requester
under the FOIA.  Please be advised that Mr. Spinelli later amended the scope of his request to the same
universe of records sought for Mr. Rodriguez’s FOIA request. We ask that you protect the personal privacy
interests of any third party individuals mentioned in the records pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6 and 7(C). 


A copy of the requesters' letters are attached.  The requesters' contact information is:
 
Mr. Juan-Carlos Rodriguez
Law360
111 West 19TH Street 5th Floor
New York, NY 10011
jc.rodriguez@law360.com
 


Mr. Dan Spinelli


Mother Jones


1612 K Street, NW Suite 702


Washington, DC 20006


dspinelli@motherjones.com
 
​


I can be contacted at (202) 804-7000 or by kbaker@osc.gov if you have any questions. 


Sincerely,



mailto:KBaker@osc.gov

mailto:FOIA_HQ@epa.gov

mailto:jc.rodriguez@law360.com

mailto:tndongo@osc.gov
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Baker, Katie



From: Dan Spinelli <dspinelli@motherjones.com>
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2018 3:52 PM
To: Request, Foia
Subject: FOIA Request for Records Relating to Scott Pruitt's Retaliation Against EPA Employees



Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed



Categories: Katie, Carla



Freedom of Information Act Request 
Office of Special Counsel 
1730 M Street Northwest 
Washington, DC 20036-4505 
  



Dan Spinelli
1612 K St NW, Suite 702
Washington, D.C. 20006



dspinelli@motherjones.com
215-559-1092



  
06/25/18 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I request that a copy of the following document(s) be 
provided to me: any emails, memos, or other electronic records about or related to EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt retaliating against employees who objected to his spending and management decisions. The search 
should include any mention of our correspondence to or from the following individuals: John E. Reeder, 
Reginald E. Allen, Eric Weese, John C. Martin, Mario Caraballo, and Kevin Chmielewski.  
  
In order to help determine fees, you should know that I am a representative of the news media. As such, I am 
only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages. 
  
I am a reporter at Mother Jones magazine, an award-winning print and web publication with a readership of 
over 12 million people nationally, per month. In 2017, Mother Jones won the National Magazine Award for 
"Magazine of the Year," the highest award given in magazine journalism. As you can see on our website, 
MotherJones.com, our content is original analysis, not aggregation of information. We have a proven record of 
ably gathering information on current events, synthesizing that information into distinct journalistic work, and 
then disseminating it to a broad public. 
  
If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions 
of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I reserve the 
right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees. 
  
I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Please send this information in 
electronic format wherever possible. 
  
As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your 
communicating with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail. If you would like to discuss the scope of this 
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request, or have any other questions, I can be reached at 609-849-8729 or at dspinelli@motherjones.com. 
Thank you for your consideration of my request. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dan Spinelli 
Reporter, Mother Jones 
  
 
 
‐‐  
Dan Spinelli 
Mother Jones Energy and Environmental Policy Reporter 
Office: 202‐626‐7251 // Cell: 609‐849‐8729 
@dspin3  
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Request, Foia



From: no-reply@foia.gov on behalf of National FOIA Portal <no-reply@foia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 2:10 PM
To: Request, Foia
Subject: New FOIA request received for Office of Special Counsel



Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged



Categories: Tarik



Hello, 
 
A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component: 
 
The following list contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of viewing and printing. 
request_id 5201 



confirmation_id 5956 



address_city New York 



address_country United States 



address_line1 111 West 19th Street 



address_line2 5th Floor 



address_state_province NY 



address_zip_postal_code 10011 



company_organization Law360 



email jc.rodriguez@law360.com 



expedited_processing yes 



expedited_processing_explanation 



I am requesting expedited processing because I am a 
news reporter who is primarily engaged in 
disseminating information, and because there is an 
urgency to inform the public concerning actual or 
alleged Federal Government activity. In this case, the 
activity is potential retaliation against EPA employees 
and potential misuse of government funds and abuse 
of privileges. 



fee_waiver yes 



fee_waiver_explanation 



I am requesting a fee waiver because the requested 
information is in the public interest because it is likely 
to contribute significantly to public understanding of 
the operations and activities of the government and is 
not primarily in the commercial interest of the 
requester.  



name_first Juan Carlos 



name_last Rodriguez 



phone_number 505-353-2277 



request_category media 



request_description 



Hello, My name is Juan-Carlos Rodriguez and I'm a 
reporter at Law360. I am writing to make a request for 
records under the Freedom of Information Act. I am 
requesting copies of any complaints against U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott 
Pruitt. I am also requesting copies of documents 
related to any investigations against Mr. Pruitt. I am 
also requesting copies of any documents related to 
the resolution of any investigations against Mr. Pruitt. 
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Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions 
or clarifications, and thank you very much for your 
assistance.  



 
 
The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a spreadsheet. 



request_i
d 



confirmation_
id 



address_ci
ty 



address_count
ry 



address_lin
e1 



address_lin
e2 



address_state_provi
nce 



address_zip_p
ode 



5201 5956 New York United States 
111 West 19th 
Street 



5th Floor NY 10011 



 



 












/s/


Katie Baker 
FOIA Team
Office of the Clerk
 
 
 
 
 





